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Italy would do much to keep it away from Carthage, as well
as put the waste of maintaining the struggle on the enemy's
soil. Nothing exalts higher both this great man's military
judgment and self-reliance than this step, taken, as it was, not
blindly, but with all the facts considered. For there Is more
evidence of careful preparation by Hannibal for his invasion
of Italy than by Alexander for the campaign in Asia. But
it was a step which required no less a captain than Hanni-
bal to dare and carry through.

Hannibal was anxious to make his descent on Italy before
the Romans had got through with the Gallic and Illyrian
wars. He had made many preparations to this end, not only
in men and material, but in reconnoitring the to hire"1' un-
known route. He had, as above stated, made friends of the
tribes of Gaul so far as he was able to do with repeated em-
bassies, and had, early in 220 B. c., sent across the Alps to
offer to the Padane Gauls money and his cooperation against.
Home. By thus securing their friendship he aimed to have
an available base of operations when he should debouch from
the mountain barrier of the Alps. He received flattering
answers from many of these tribes, especially the Insubres
on the upper Po, and the Boii farther clown; bat at the same
time he heard from his envoys, among whom were perhaps
some of his topographical engineers, by no means reassuring
accounts of the difficulties to be encountered in crossing the
Alps. These reports in no wise daunted Hannibal. He felt
confidence in his ability to deal with the peoples through
whose territories he should have to pass; he knew how to
arouse their hatred of Some as well as their love of adven-
ture and plunder; and he believed that he could with equal
readiness surmount any natural obstacles, however great.

It was evident to Hannibal that he must have  a baseti**} mitefy thomuutd.
